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Le�er from Hallie Keren, President 

Two years ago, Kadimah Academy embarked on a transformational journey that created an entirely new model for Jewish day 
school education in Buffalo. 

In partnership with The Park School of Buffalo and the Buffalo Jewish Federation, we created the Kadimah Scholars, bringing 
together our top-notch Hebrew and Judaic Studies with Park’s secular studies, extracurricular activities, and 34-acre campus. 

We didn’t know what to expect, in creating something completely unique in North America, but we haven’t looked back since. 

Despite routine challenges - and despite the worst global pandemic in more than 100 years - Kadimah has thrived with Park, and 
the light of our Jewish future is shining brightly. And we have all of you to thank for your support. 

From the beginning, our partnership blossomed with the backing of both Federation and Park, who welcomed and embraced 
both our students and our two Kadimah teachers, who are fully part of the Park faculty. 

Imagine a full classroom in the main library building on the center of Park’s campus, filled with Hebrew all over the walls. We 
have that. Even part of the outside hallway, and the doors of the bathroom shared by other students and staff, have some 
Hebrew. 

Imagine a room full of students of various ages, praying in the morning before school. Imagine Kadimah Scholars giving 
presentations about Jewish holidays to their non-Jewish classmates and the entire Park community - even distributing apples and 
honey before Rosh Hashanah, with explanations. Imagine non-Jewish students asking questions, and even wanting to join in. Imagine a sukkah on the lawn 
outside the dining hall. Imagine our community Chanukah party, with more than 90 people, at Park’s dining hall. 

We had all of that, before Covid struck the world in March 2020, and disrupted life as we all knew it. But not even that could stop us. As we sing together in our 
recent music video, Ze Katan Aleinu, “We got this.” 

Park and Kadimah pivoted immediately to online learning for the rest of the year, keeping up our studies. And this year, we were among the few schools to 
maintain in-person classes, five days a week, all year, with very few cases of Covid and no on-campus spread. 

Safety and social distancing precautions meant we were unable to gather as a Kadimah community, for praying or celebrations. But our creative and passionate 
teachers found ways to deal with those limitations, too, so our Scholars didn’t miss a beat. We still prayed, we still celebrated, and we still learned. 

Now, as the world emerges from this dark and dangerous period, Kadimah and Park are ready to soar again, with new optimism and hope, and a renewed sense 
of what we can accomplish together. 

Today, we’ve nearly doubled our student count from our first month at Park to our expected enrollment for next fall. We’ve expanded our reach into both 
preschool and high school, with students ranging from four-year-olds to 11th graders for the first time in Kadimah’s 62-year history. 

Next year, we’ll be back on track with normal classes and programs, with two dedicated classrooms on campus for Kadimah, and new ideas for growth. We’ve 
gained more students from across the Jewish spectrum. And we’re ready to partner in new ways with the Federation, the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, 
the Center for Jewish Engagement and Learning, local synagogues and other agencies. 

We are so grateful for the support and collaboration we have received from the Jewish community and from Park, and we are thankful for what we have been 
able to accomplish, especially given the unprecedented circumstances. But we have bold goals to do much more. 

With your help and support, we will make Kadimah a central, meaningful and pivotal institution for Jewish Buffalo – one that not only provides an excellent 
education and ensures that any Jewish child can receive a Jewish education, but also that embraces everyone into our family and our kehillah (community). 

We hope you will continue to join us in this incredible journey to make Jewish Buffalo the best it can be. 
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Nirit Weiner, Judaic Studies Teacher, Lower,  

Middle & Upper School 
 

Nirit Weiner was born in Israel and moved to Michigan in 1986. She  

a.ended the University of Detroit Mercy and graduated with a Bachelor 

Degree in world history with a minor in women’s studies. She has been 

working in Jewish educa�on for the past twenty years teaching nursery 

through eighth grade, and developed and implemented Hebrew programs 

as well as special needs programs. In addi�on, she taught at Kadimah Acade-
my for two years prior to the transition to the Kadimah Scholars at Park in Septem-
ber 2019.  

Nirit and her husband have five children ranging from 21 to 32 years old. 

They spend their free �me traveling and visi�ng their children in five  

different states. Nirit frequently prac�ces yoga and received her yoga 

teaching cer�fica�on three years ago. 

Our Teachers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michal Shmuel-Lewis, Hebrew Teacher, Lower, 

Middle & Upper School 

 
Michal Shmuel-Lewis, a na�ve of Israel, was the Hebrew Language teacher 

at Kadimah Academy from 2001-2019 and a school counselor since 2016. 

At Park, she teaches Hebrew to grades K through 10 and assists with the coordina-
�on of the Park-Kadimah Scholars program. Michal studied English and  

educa�on at Seminar Hakibbutzim College in Tel Aviv, Israel, receiving a BA 

in 1997. She was cer�fied through the Israeli Ministry of Educa�on, and 

worked with various grade levels in Israel teaching English as a New  

Language. She also served as a Community Service coordinator at Kugel 

High School in Holon. AAer moving to Buffalo in 2001, she studied in the 

School Counseling program at the University at Buffalo, receiving her MA 

and a school counselor cer�fica�on in 2006. She is in the process of being 

cer�fied as a NYS English as a New Language teacher. 

Besides teaching Hebrew language, Michal has run health, wellness,  

leadership and other character-educa�on programs under her counselor 

role. She also has served as a senior adviser in BOCES leadership camps, 

and volunteered as a counselor in a family support center. In 2010, she  

received the na�onal Grinspoon Award for Excellence in Jewish Educa�on. 

She and her husband, Shai Lewis, live in Amherst and have two daughters. 
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A Message from Renee Lehner, Kadimah Administrator  
 

 

In Hebrew, Kadimah means “forward.” 
  

Moving forward is exactly what Kadimah did with our partnership with Park 
School of Buffalo. Not only have the Kadimah Scholars thrived at Park, but our 
numbers have grown and now include students from Pre-K through grade 11.  
Imagine, high schoolers receiving a Kadimah education. Who would have  
thought it was possible five years ago?  
 
In keeping with the Kadimah namesake, we continue to move forward, forging a 
path that provides the Jewish youth of Buffalo a superb education in Hebrew and 
Judaics. In doing so, we must direct our efforts towards the future, while 
remembering and acknowledging the past that has led us here. When I started 
working at Kadimah, we had 40 students, one hallway, and some incredibly 
determined staff.  Kadimah may not look like it once did, but by embracing change, Kadimah has found a way 
to continue doing what it does best: educating the future’s Jewish leaders. 
 
Kadimah is nothing short of special. It is something that we must cherish, nurture, and continue to grow. 
 
A TODAH RABAH to the teachers and board members who work tirelessly to make this program possible.  
And an extra special thank you to Scott Herman, who designed and put together this beautiful ad book and 
who also put up with my endless emails. 
 
Most importantly, Kadimah has been and always will be a community, a FAMILY, and I thank each and every 
one of you for allowing me to be a part of this family for the last nine years. 
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