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Kadimah announces scholarship 

policy for Park School partnership 
School leaders also working on curriculum development 

 

May 9, 2019, Amherst, N.Y. – It’s full steam ahead for Kadimah Academy’s new partnership 

with The Park School of Buffalo. 

Kadimah leaders have finalized a new scholarship policy that will govern the Kadimah Scholars 

at Park program, and are currently working on the new curriculum for classes both during the 

day and after the regular school hours. 

Both are significant elements of the unique and historic new partnership, which the two private 

schools announced in June. The new partnership, which will take effect in September 2019, will 

support Kadimah’s mission through Park, while expanding its reach to more students and 

extending its classes through high school. 

The scholarships will provide up to $10,000 in financial assistance, subject to demonstrated 

financial need, for Jewish students who are participating fully in the Kadimah program at Park, 

including classes and special events. This is in addition to financial aid provided directly by 

Park, in accordance with its own procedures, and on top of the family’s contribution. 

Families must first be accepted for admission by Park, and must apply to both Park and Kadimah 

for financial aid. Kadimah scholarships will be awarded only after Park’s determination of aid. 

Kadimah trustees and faculty are also working with Park to develop the Hebrew and Judaic 

Studies curriculum that will be used, ensuring a high-quality and rigorous Jewish education 

within the broader environment at Park. The schedule will include regular classtime, after-school 

enrichment, morning Tefillah(prayer) and bentching(grace after meals), with a focus on a 

fundamental knowledge of language, prayer, rituals, holidays, life-cycle events and textual study. 
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“Our goal continues to be educating students to develop deep roots in Jewish tradition who are 

empowered to lead our community into the future,” said Rabbi Ori Bergman, Kadimah’s Judaic 

Studies Coordinator. 

Under the plan backed by both schools and the Buffalo Jewish Federation, Park will hire teachers 

for Hebrew and Judaic Studies, with courses offered both during the regular school day and 

during a supplemental after-school component. Kadimah will not operate its own school next 

year, but will remain a separate and independent nonprofit organization in support of the 

partnership. 

Additional after-school study time may also be available for further Jewish education for those 

families desiring more. Those participating in the “Kadimah Scholars at Park School” program 

will also be offered time and space for Jewish religious prayer and holiday observances. 

Interested students will apply for regular admission to Park, while indicating their desire to 

participate in the Kadimah program. The teachers, whose positions will be funded with 

assistance from the Federation, will be members of the Park faculty. 

At least 20 students in Kindergarten through 9th grade are currently expected to enroll in the 

program for next year, with others outside Kadimah already expressing interest. The new classes 

also will be open to all other students at Park as well. 

ABOUT KADIMAH ACADEMY  

Founded in 1959 by leading community figures including Rabbi Isaac and Henriette Klein, 

Kadimah Academy is the only broad-based, community-wide Jewish day school in Western New 

York, providing a superior secular and Jewish education to students in preschool through 8th 

grade. The small school, a 501(c)3 nonprofit, features a warm and nurturing environment, with 

personal attention from skilled faculty and staff that supports each child’s personality and needs, 

and helps them to develop to their full potential. For more information, visit: www.kadimah.org. 
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