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Kadimah @ Park partnership off to great start 
Program of Hebrew, Judaics at independent school 

gains traction and garners attention 
 

November 5, 2019, Amherst, N.Y. – A dedicated classroom with Hebrew everywhere. Daily 

morning tefilah together. A Shofar blown in the classroom. Apples and honey distributed school-

wide. A sukkah built on the lawn outside the main dining hall. And an impromptu lesson on the 

lulav and etrog for the Board of Visitors. 

Welcome to the Kadimah Scholars program at The Park School of Buffalo, the innovative 

partnership launched this year between Kadimah Academy, Park and the Buffalo Jewish 

Federation. 

Designed to bring Kadimah’s Hebrew and Judaic Studies to the Park campus and ensure 

continuity of Jewish community day school education in Buffalo, it’s unique in North America, 

and it’s already being watched by other schools and communities around the country. 

Just two months into the new school year, Kadimah is pleased to announce that the new 

relationship is off to a highly successful and promising start, with over 20 Jewish students 

participating in the program – including Kadimah’s first-ever high-school students. 

Funded with support from Kadimah, they pray every morning, study Hebrew and Judaic Studies 

both during the day and once a week after school, participate in Shabbat and holiday 

celebrations, and continue to develop their knowledge of Judaism – all while joining their other 

classmates and new friends for Park’s rich regular curriculum, sports and clubs. 

Those students and our two teachers have been welcomed with open arms by the Park 

community, which has been eager to learn about another culture and tradition, in keeping with 

Park’s historic embrace of diversity. 

The teachers are now members of the Park faculty, led by Head of School Jeremy Besch. Other 

Park students are already expressing interest in taking the classes and learning more. Jewish 
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pride is coming out. And preliminary planning is underway to expand the offerings for next year 

by opening it up for more. 

“It's been a wonderful beginning for us at Park, with our children once again back in the 

classroom learning Hebrew and Judaic Studies from our wonderful teachers, Michal Shmuel-

Lewis and Nirit Weiner,” said Kadimah Board President Hallie Keren. “But now we’re part of a 

larger, independent private school that is fully embracing us, in ways we didn’t even expect.” 

A few examples: 

• Park provided the Kadimah program with a large dedicated classroom in one of the 

central buildings as our anchor space for middle and high school, with a secondary and 

smaller room in another building for our lower-grade classes. The walls are adorned with 

Hebrew lettering, posters and other educational materials, even on the bathroom doors 

and hallway outside 

• Students daven skillfully every day with enthusiasm, while volunteers from the board, the 

community and the Western New York rabbinate come in to help. 

• Teachers Michal Shmuel-Lewis and Nirit Weiner, together with a few Kadimah students, 

talked to the middle- and upper-school assemblies about Rosh Hashanah, and distributed 

apples and honey. They also did a brief lesson in the lower school classrooms. 

• With help from the Park staff, Kadimah put up a Sukkah outside the dining hall, donated 

by Kadimah Board Vice President Cheryl Stein and her husband, Irv. 

• Our students and faculty took off for the holidays, but gathered together at shul. On 

Sukkot, Kadimah students joined with Temple Beth Tzedek for services, both 

participating and even helping to lead. 

The first-of-its-kind program is also attracting attention outside the schools, both locally and 

nationally. Prizmah, the national umbrella group for Jewish day schools in North America, has 

cited the Kadimah @ Park program as a potential model for other communities, and both 

Kadimah and Park have fielded inquiries. 

Most recently, a reporter from WBFO – Buffalo’s National Public Radio affiliate – produced a 

radio segment and detailed online article about the partnership, featuring our teachers, students, 

and plenty of Hebrew on air. 

We are now planning for a community Chanukah party with the Kadimah Scholars at Park on 

Dec. 19. 

Want to collaborate with Kadimah and Park? Join us for morning prayers? Offer your expertise? 

Donate to support the growth of our venture? Call us at (716) 836-6903 or email at 

office@kadimah.org to reach out. 

ABOUT KADIMAH SCHOLARS 

Kadimah Scholars is an innovative and unique program developed by a partnership of Kadimah 

Academy, The Park School of Buffalo and the Buffalo Jewish Federation, to maintain and 

strengthen Jewish day school education in Western New York. The collaboration brings Jewish 

curriculum to Park – an independent, progressive non-religious private school in Amherst, N.Y. 

– where students who participate in the Kadimah program learn Hebrew and Judaic Studies, 
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participate in daily prayer, observe Shabbat and holiday programs, and develop a foundation of 

knowledge about their heritage. Participants are also full Park students, benefiting from Park’s 

broad secular curriculum, its 32-acre campus, its sports and its clubs. The teachers are employed 

by Park, which oversees the program with input and funding for scholarships and teachers from 

Kadimah and Federation. 

Kadimah - which was founded in 1959 by leading community figures, including Rabbi Isaac and 

Henriette Klein - remains an independent nonprofit organization, but does not operate an 

independent school. For more information about Kadimah, go to www.kadimah.org. 

The partnership does not change Park’s independent and non-religious identity. For more 

information about Park, go to www.theparkschool.org. 
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